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Abstract: Katarina Milovuk (Ekaterina Dordevic)
was born on August 28, 1844 in Novi Sad of Serbia.
She proved to be one of the first women to realize her
professional potentials “outside the home hearth” in
Serbia, and even more authentically as a true Serbian
“Heroine of the Spirit” of the targeted fight for wom-
en’s rights. With her valuable presentation and views,
Katarina Milovuk attracted about 3000 ladies from
the most prominent Belgrade families, who accepted
the task of taking part in the medical training for girls
and women to help Serbian soldiers on the battlefield,
and who were more decimated by the typhus epidemic
than by lethal bullets of enemies. The main opus (her
aim) of her social engagement was the historical strug-
gle for women’s rights and activities in the education
of women’s youth in Serbia. As an active participant
in social life in Serbia, she participated in the histori-
cal organization of aid for the Serbian army during the
wars that Serbia was waging at the time.

Keywords: Katarina Milovuk; Serbian charity and
Serbian patriotism; heroine for women’s rights; Serbi-
an army.

INTRODUCTION

Katarina Milovuk (Ekaterina Pordevi¢) was born
on August 28, 1844 in Novi Sad of Serbia, from par-
ents Jovan and Jelisaveta Pordevi¢. Her father was a
brave soldier and an Austrian lieutenant, and at the
age of 18, he fled to Belgrade. As a military officer,
he proved himself in the fights against the Turks, in
the battle of Sokol, and the battle on the Drina. Af-
ter the bombing of Belgrade in 1862, he became the
commander of the defense of the city of Belgrade. He
sent his daughter to high school in the then prestigious
educational institution, the Nikolaev Gymnasium at
the University of Odesa, where Katarina passed the
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Figure 1. Katarina Milovuk (1863—1913) the real
heroine character for women s rights
Photo: Archive of the National Bank of Serbia/
Belgrade library (1863—1913)

state pedagogy qualifying exam in 1861. After finish-
ing school successfully, Katarina returned to Belgrade.
She was a polyglot and could speak Russian, French,
German, and English. She also played the piano (1).

She was perceived as a fair, educated, and strict
woman, which was a rarity in the traditional Serbian
capital between anarchy and autocracy (2).

She proved to be one of the first women to realize
her professional potentials “outside the home hearth”
in Serbia, and even more authentically as a true Ser-
bian “Heroine of the Spirit” of the targeted fight for
women’s rights (3). A famous, charitable character,
who successfully rose above her time and existence
in Serbia, was always great and the first towards all
priority tasks (3), shown in Figure 1.

EDUCATIONAL
AND PEDAGOGICAL CAREER

At the age of 19, Katarina Milovuk took over the
function of the manager of the newly opened “Higher
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Women's School”, and on the recommendation of the
Head of the Ministry of Education of Serbia, Ljubomir
Nenadovi¢, she then started her educational and peda-
gogical career through the women’s movement in Ser-
bia (4), shown in Figure 2.

Figure 2. The first class of graduates of “Higher
Women's School” 1865/66
Photo: Archive of the National Bank of Serbia/
Belgrade library: “Higher Women's School”:
1863-1913

The “Higher Women's School” raised groups of
educated women in Serbia. It educated 25000 female
teachers and created four women’s high schools: “Wom-
en’s Teacher s School” (1900), “The First Women's Re-
al High School” (1905), “The Second” (1918), “The
Third” at Savamala (5).

She fought for the importance of pro-European
and feminist ideas in Serbia with all her strength and
skills, so that in 1875 she participated in the founding
of the “Belgrade Women's Society”, which she suc-
cessfully managed from 1889 to 1891 (6).

Katarina Milovuk dedicated her professional life
to the “Belgrade Women's Society”, which is a unique,
bright example of a true heroine of Serbian patriotism
and charity (7).

In 1865, she got married to Milan Milovuk, a
school director of Belgrade “Realka”, a lawyer, a pro-
fessor of history, the founder and first choirmaster of
the then Belgrade Singing Society. Since she could not
realize herself as a mother, she directed all her inex-
haustible life energy towards pedagogical, cultural,
educational, traditional, and humanitarian work (8).

She participated in the publication of the national
magazine “The Housewife”, the first women’s mag-
azine in Serbia since 1879. She was an active orga-
nizer of volunteer humanitarian work and numerous
cultural activities of the society “without borders” (9).
The goal of the society was to provide girls with high-
er general education and to provide educated Serbian
teachers for women’s primary schools, which began
to open and work (by Law, 1847) (10). The society’s
curriculum included eleven free subjects: the science

of Christianity, the Serbian language, general and Ser-
bian history, and geography, natural sciences, arith-
metic, pedagogy, dietetics, writing, women’s work,
gymnastics, domestic technology - cooking skills.
Three elective subjects: piano, painting, and foreign
language were compulsory and free. Only poor stu-
dents received books and snacks at that time (10, 11).

She gained the love and respect of her people. She
enjoyed the honor of the Serbian rulers because the
words and deeds of young Katarina were appreciat-
ed and influential in all strata of Serbian society. For
three decades, she was entrusted with the upbringing
of girls aged 11-19, at the end of the 19th century, in
then “Semi-Oriental Serbia” in which the “Women’s
question” was raised (12).

HISTORICAL STRUGGLE
FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS

She was the co-founder and vice president of the
“Circle of Serbian Sisters” together with Delfa Ivanic,
Nadezda Petrovi¢, Draga Ljo¢i¢, and other Serbian
benefactress (1903) (13).

With her valuable presentation and views, Katari-
na Milovuk attracted about 3000 ladies from the most
prominent Belgrade - families, who accepted the task
of conducting medical training for girls and women to
help Serbian soldiers on the battlefield, and who were
more decimated by the typhus epidemic than by the
lethal bullets of enemies (14).

She dedicated most of her energy to the fight for
national interests, rights, and emancipation of women
in the 19th century in Serbia. She initiated the found-
ing of the “Serbian People’s Women's Union” which
fought for women’s suffrage and was its first president
(1906). She rose from the first women, who revolted
against the “shackles” of patriarchal Serbian society,
fighting for women’s rights and status. She was an ad-
vocate for women. She fought for voting rights, educa-
tion, the right to work and earn a salary. She founded
the “Women's Worker's School” with “Pazar” where
the works of schoolgirls were sold, intending to enable
women aged 13 to 17 to earn and be independent (15).

Her students were Draga Masin — a historical great
female figure, Nadezda Petrovi¢ — a famous paint-
er, Draga Ljoc¢i¢ — a first woman doctor of medicine,
Mage Magazinovi¢ — a journalist, Zorka Todosi¢ — an
actress, and other successful women who followed her
path. She was greatly supported by Queen Natalija and
other ladies in the government, who attended her les-
sons, side by side with her students, in the cradle of
education in Serbia (16).

She influenced the formation of the correct and
realistic attitudes of famous women in Serbia, who
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then faced social prejudices, mistrust, and challenge.
She went down in history as a person responsible for
the evolution of the female intellectual elite in Serbia.
She was the first woman in Serbia who demanded to
be registered and active on the voter list in 1897. In
1900, she submitted a request to the President and the
Senate that all independent women and women who
supported their families be granted the right to vote.
Her appeal for women'’s suffrage was rejected, but her
discipline, spirituality, and vision were not diminished
- that she “set the car on the right path” both during
the political upheavals and during the wars and trage-
dies in Serbia. Her demands also affected the constitu-
tional order of Serbia (16).

She was also an active member of the humanitari-
an “Society for Support and Education of the Poor and
Abandoned Children” (17).

With her colleagues from school, she founded the
| “Women's Music Society” whose performances and
recitals were long remembered among the most prom-
inent citizens of Belgrade at that time (18), shown in
Figure 3.

Figure 3. “Women's Music Society” in Belgrade,
1894
Photo: Belgrade City Museum: “The Management
of the Belgrade Women's Association”, 1894

HUMANITARIAN WORK:
SERBIAN CHARITY
ANE SERBIAN PATRIOTISM

Her indomitable spirit as an “army of mercy”
knew no defeat. During the Serbian wars at the time,
fighting for liberation and unification, Katarina Mil-
ovuk was actively involved in other humanitarian
work. Amid the Serbian-Turkish Wars (1876-1878)
and the Serbian-Bulgarian War (1885), she trained
women as diligent nurses. During the Balkan Wars,
she renovated the “Saint Jelena” shelter, which took
care of the children of soldiers on the fronts, and paved
the way for the medical culture of Balkan-nations (19).

Through her efforts, a sewing workshop was
opened within the building of the “Higher Women's
School” in Belgrade, where clothes were sown for
the needs of the Serbian army, and other important
activities, which the “Army of mercy” gave to Serbi-
an-war-history (20, 21).

The Serbian sisters left memorial signs through
the history of Serbian wars and the signs of the au-
thentic history of Serbian literature [22]. After thirty
years, she retired (1893) but did not stop with her oth-
er activities. She dedicated herself to translation work
and translated from German the novel “Down with
Weapons” by baroness Bertha von Suttner (Belgrade,
1899), who won the Nobel Peace Prize in 1905 (22).

She was the author of textbooks used in teach-
ing pedagogy and methodology: Pedagogy - Textbook
for Girls of the Higher School of Women (Belgrade,
1866), Methodology - textbook for students of the
Higher School of Women (Belgrade, 1866), History of
the World in a Short Review for Women (Belgrade,
1871) (23). Just before her doomsday, Katarina Mil-
ovuk was one of the successful speakers at the “Con-
gress of the International Alliance for Women s Voting
Rights” in Budapest. She was awarded for her human-
itarian work “The order of the Serbian Red Cross”,
in 1877, “The medal of Princess Natalija for zealous
service”, in 1878, “The medal of Queen Natalia” in
1886, “The order of Saint Sava” in 1905 and two Rus-
sian decorations for mercy, humaneness, and charity.
The world will still have to reckon with the patriotism
of Serbian women - a war epilogue (23).

Katarina Milovuk (among acquaintances called
“Milovukica”) died in Belgrade, on September 27,
1913, at the age of 69. In remembrance, Katarina
Milovuk and Serbian patriotism not to be forgotten,
a street in Belgrade, in the municipality of Zvezdara,
bears her name (24).

With this historical text, the authors want to re-
mind of the “Heroine of the Spirit” ahead of her time
and gender (the founder of the feminist movement) in
the struggle for cultural revival and emancipation of
women for the right to work and educate, and for oth-
ers to meet Katrina Milovuk: the most influential, most
educated woman in Serbia in the second half of the
nineteenth century (24).

In memory of remembrance and gratitude, to pay
tribute and preserve from eternal oblivion “Heroine of
the Serbian spirit - When women became citizens in
Serbia”, and their culture of femininity, existence, and
power in society (24, 25)!

IN CONCLUSION

The main opus (the aim) of her social engagement
was the historical struggle for women’s rights and ac-
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tivities related to the education of young women and
girls in Serbia. As an active participant in the social
life in Serbia, she also participated in the historical or-
ganization of aid for the Serbian army during the wars
that Serbia was waging.
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Katarina Milovuk (Ekaterina DPordevi¢) rodena je
28. aBrycra 1844. u Novom Sadu u Srbiji. Dokazala
se kao jedna je od prvih Zena, koja je u Srbiji ostvari-
la svoje profesionalne potencijale ,,izvan kuénog og-
njista”, a jo$ autenti¢nije kao prava srpska ,,Heroina
duha“ ciljane borbe za Zenska prava. Svojim vrednim
izlaganjem i stavovima Katarina Milovuk je privukla
oko 3000 dama iz najuglednijih beogradskih porodica,
koje su prihvatile zadatak da odrze medicinske obuke
za devojke i zene, kako bi pomogle srpskim vojnicima
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